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New Deal programs created by newly elected President
Franklin D. Roosevelt after he had been inaugurated on
March 4, 1933. By March 31, 1933 the Emergency Conservation
Work Act passed Congress. On April 5, 1933, Roosevelt issued
Executive Order 6101 creating the Civilian Conservation Corps
within the Emergency Conservation Work program and planned
for his "Tree Army" to have 250,000 members by summer.
Since the stock market crash of 1929, the country was in a
severe depression with unemployment rates around 25%.
[ R R I Roosevelt wanted to provide relief through work rather than

with members of the CCC in Virginia, handouts. He saw creation of these camps as important to
August 12, 1933.

T he Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was one of the first
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foremen and engineers where they taught city dwellers to use
saws and axes as well as heavy machinery.

Each camp consisted of approximately 200 men. They typically
had five barracks with 40 men per barracks. In addition, there was
a mess hall, latrine, administration building, education building,
recreation hall, and housing for the Army staff. Although the
camps had a military look and presences
the members were not associated with or
enrolled in the Army. They marched with
axes and shovels, not rifles.

The typical enrollee and his family were
In great need. It was at the CCC camp where
many received their first inoculation, first
toothbrush, and a daily bath. They also
received three square meals a day which
many were not getting at home. The average
weight gain of enrollees was twenty pounds.
Fach man received a summer uniform
and a winter uniform for dress that was
close to, and, in some cases were, old Army
uniforms. In addition, they had a blue denim
work uniform. Barracks were kept in order
with inspections and each man was
responsible for his bunk, uniforms, and
courtesy CCC Legacy Museum, lockers. The daily routine of the men started at 6:00 A.m. with
George Washington NF, VA . . . o o
reveille. This was followed by breakfast, sick call, and inspection.
At 8:00 a.Mm. they were sent to their work sites. The men were fed
lunch, returned to work until 4:00 when they showered and
dressed for dinner at 5:00 p.m. Lights out was at 10 p.m.
The high water mark of the Civilian Conservation
Corps was in 1935 with 550,000 members located in 2,650
camps. In the nine years that the Corps existed, (1933—-1942)
2.5-million men passed through the camps. 40,000 men were
taught to read and write while thousands received their high
school diplomas and education in mechanical arts like
woodworking and photography. These men entered the Corps
most likely having never before left their home state. All left the
Corps with job experience as well as the social experiences of
_ learning to live and work with people from all over the country.
e In many cases, these men never returned home and married
= local women where they had been stationed.
The Civilian Conservation Corps left a lasting impact
R e on the nation. Roosevelt's Tree Army planted three-billion
courtesy CCC Logacy Musoum, trees. Some of the specific accomplishments of the Corps
included thousands of fire towers and miles of fire roads. Erosion
control was performed on twenty-million acres. In addition to
helping the environment, the CCC helped construct visitor services
that are still in use today. Thousands of picnic shelters, camp
sites, cabins, lodges, trails, and roads were built by these men.
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In the state of New Jersey, 48 camps were established
including one at Fort Hancock. The fort was a U.S. Army Coast
Artillery Post in 1935. Its population had swelled during World War
| to many thousands of men but by 1935 it was down to its
peacetime strength of several hundred soldiers. On July 25, 1935,
Company 288 arrived from Camp Benning, Washington, DC. This
camp was also known as Camp A-3. The
A was for Army. The site was set up at
Camp Lowe, near Horseshoe Cove, in an
K area that had previously been used in
World War I. This camp existed until 1938
when the remaining members were sent
west. During the three years of existence,
Company 288 built Magruder Road and a

,-wa@ service road, erected a base and traffic
o L e .| island for the 20 inch Rodman gun,
| 4
' o«

. created the Halyburton Monument,

created the Scotland Trail, tore down a

w - wall of the mortar battery and old granite

gy P fort for other uses, built a tennis court,
— repaired buildings and chimneys,

Aerial view of Camp Lowe, home of " )

CCC Company 288, c 1936. managed the Army mules, maintained

the grounds, shoveled snow, cleared the train tracks of ice, snow,
and hurricane debris.

On June 7, 1941 a second company, CCC Company
2222, arrived with a 175-man crew. According to the
Historic Resource Study of Fort Hancock, by October
1941 this company constructed a 90-tent recreation
area for soldiers from Forts Monmouth, Dix, and
Hancock. They drained 38 acres of land for mosquito
control, constructed and landscaped the parking area
of the service club, removed poison ivy, planted trees,
remodeled the foghorn house, and erected signs.
Company 2222 disbanded shortly after the Pearl
Harbor attack in the winter of 1942.

Inside a CCC Company 288 barracks, To better understand the lives of these men, excerpts
camp Lowe, 1936. of the oral history interviews of members of Camp 288, are
included below.

Andrew Daino

Andrew Daino enrolled in the CCC in 1936. He was born in New
Brunswick, New Jersey on May 18, 1915. After graduating high
school in 1933, he went to work for the Works Progress
Administration, another New Deal program.

"I became an assistant boss . . . over a group of thirty men. We
worked alongside the Raritan River in Highland Park, and we built
a park there. Johnson's Park. . .. Then, | became an amateur boxer
for three years. Then from there | enlisted into the Civilian
Conservation Corps with my two brothers. . . . | was sent here to
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Leader, Andy Daino (in white hat)
and his crew work to tear down
outer wall of mortar battery.

Author Mary Rasa with Andy Daino in
2009. Daino passed away in 2011.

Fort Hancock. We weren't on relief or welfare or anything. My
father was a barber, and there was eight of us, six boys and two
girls in the family. And naturally, it was pretty rough to take care of
a family that size. . . . And me, with my five brothers, three of us
came and got into the Civilian Conservation Corps, and it was a big
help because they sent the money home. " With each enlistment
period being six months for a total of three years of service, Mr.
Daino was able to get promoted in the organization from member
to assistant leader then to leader. “After being a leader, | had a
crew. . . . | became assistant leader and made $36.00. Then, |
became a leader and made $45.00 a month."

Mr. Daino's descried of barracks life: "The leader had the first bunk
in the barrack. As you come in the front door, the leader’s that was
his bunk and he had charge of the whole barracks and he was
responsible for anything and everything that went on in that
barracks. He in turn had a little radio and he would have it turned
on real soft and their favorite program was ‘The Hit Parade," ‘Lucky
Strike Hour." and the 'Arthur Godfrey Hour,' and the '‘Milkman's
Matinee' which went on all night long until early morning and the
leader himself we used to wake up to that music and he really
enjoyed it and | am sure most of the other fellas really enjoyed it.
And the way our barrack was situated like | say we had 40 in a
barrack and we had a large green footlocker in front of our bunks
and our shoes were set there in an orderly manner and | mean
polished, spit polish, and we had a shelf behind our bunk which we
had our knickknacks on and at inspection time it had to be
completely clear of anything. Our clothing, incidentally, was
alongside of this on the wall hung on hangers in an orderly fashion
and we had three large pot belly stoves that kept us warm in the
wintertime. One at each end of the barracks and one in the center,
And we had a metal plate under these big large potbelly stove and
buckets alongside of each potbelly stove which was controlled by
a fella that we designated was the caretaker of the stove and we
at times helped him by chipping in and paying him for the upkeep
of the stove and heat which he done incidentally a wonderful job
because it really got cold here.”

" ... We done a lot of work building roads, cutting down brush,
and cleaning up and dismantling old gun pits.” Mr. Daino describes
of his work sites, where he was in charge of a crew as building a
new clay tennis court for the Army officers next to Captain
Sheppard's quarters, number 1. "He had a little daughter by the
name of Annie. She was real good to me. ... My crew built a tennis
court which is now dismantled. And little Annie used to make
lemonade for me and my crew and bring it out to the front steps,
and we'd have lemonade with little Annie . . ."

Mr. Daino explains what the member could do in their off hours:
“We had a canteen where we had a pool table, ping pong tables,



and they had food there and soda. Naturally, you had to buy it. And
that's where we enjoyed ourselves when we had our time off. After
working and eating, and that's where we hung out—at the canteen.
And we had a music box there and on Friday nights we had girls
come to visit us from Highlands. And they weren't allowed
nowhere but in the canteen and that was it. And then the jitney
took them back home to Highlands. No foul play of any kind. In
fact, | married one of the girls that came to visit me from
Highlands. She died in the '60s."

"We had a mess hall that really put out some terrific food, and

on holidays we got a big treat. On Sundays, we had breakfast and
dinner and then they gave us bag lunch ... So, that meant . . . gave
us a break that right after dinner we could do what we wanted for
the whole afternoon. . . And in sports we had fellas that played
basketball and baseball . . .And we had baseball players and we
had basketball players that played with the C Battery [52™ Coast
Artillery] against other teams, Fort Monmouth and other teams . . .
And | could recall Jack Dempsey being here and a lot of movie
actors and actresses used to come to visit. It was very enjoyable.
... had a ring built across from the headquarters . . . And | was
boxing instructor, and | had some of the military boys come there
and | would teach them . . . Around the corner from us | think there
was three or four small bungalows that sergeants lived in. And one
Andy Daino instructing a soldier's son sergeant's son that | taught, | heard after | left here, he was in the
o 00 210 7 ot Golden Gloves. | taught him how to box."
"I hated to leave, but | fell in love with the girl and we got married
in November when | left here. And my
commanding Officer . . . Captain Harry
Myers was the commanding officer of the
CC camp. And he gave me a blanket and
$25.00 for my present, for a wedding
present . . . | married a Highlands girl and
she passed away and then | in turn
married another Highlands girl which
happens to be Joe Czarnecki's sister-in-
law. He is my brother-in-law."

“I tell you about one thing about
girlfriends. If you had girlfriends you had
to suffer at times. If you went to town and
you happen to miss that last bus coming
in you had a five, six mile walk at two,

CCC Baseball team on Fort Hancock three o'clock in the morning and what
Parade Ground. generally used to happen was you would sit at the Main Gate that
pretty close to the bridge . . . You would sit at that Gate and if a car

would come by or the milk man, the MP would ask the milkman if
he would care to take you in. You had to get in that barrack, sneak
in that barrack, get up by reveille time. | recall one time it must have
been about three o'clock in the morning walking in. | mean walking.
My feet hurt so bad | took my shoes off . . . It was dreary scary spot
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there that you had to pass. There was no lights. No lights
whatsoever. It was just pitch dark. There was a neary dreary place
where all these birds used to hang out . . . I think 11 o'clock was the
last bus."

Mr. Daino explains life after the Civilian Conservation Corps.:

" ... the day before | left | got married to
the local girl in Highlands. From there |
went back home to New Brunswick. |
worked in Johnson and Johnson Industrial
tape work where | worked there for about 5
or 6 years | guess and [World War II] broke
out. They took all five of my brothers. So, |
was the oldest one. | felt like a heel. | am
the oldest one and | am home and all my
five brothers were gone . . . Industrial tape
[his employer[ wouldn't let me go because
they said it was a war plant. | got into the
Merchant Marines and | was there for
CCC members shoveling snow in front three yearS' e W-ent back to New
of Officers Row, Fort Hancock. Brunswick. | loved Highlands so much |
left New Brunswick and packed up with my three boys and came
to Highlands. | worked for the water and
sewer plant in Highlands and then | was
school custodian up there, head custodian
for 28 years."

iy )

Joseph “Pappy” Whalen
“I' would be Joseph Whalen. . . . known

.fz g
“ ibmxg as 'Pappy’ Whalen. That was my

g

nickname. Gee, | was so young looking.
Say '34 to '38. At the founding when we
s were brought in. That's right. We were the

N

—

. | first and only camp here at that time."

CCC members clearing ice and snow Mr. Whalen's feeling on arriving at Camp
from train tacks. Lowe, Fort Hancock: "l felt like hopping that gate so fast when | got
here. You think | am kidding. We got here about five o'clock in the
evening, remember? Shall we say, everybody had to make a
necessary trip. And where it was . . . Forget it. But anyway we ate
sandwiches. The kitchen wasn't set up. There was no latrine as
such a bathroom. That was out and we all pulled in and | think we
all slept on the floor that night. We had no bedding. No beds or
anything everything was wild and wooly."

Mr. Whalen's description on the organization and its six month
enlistments: "You had to get an extension. You had to reenlist up
to a certain point of 18 months. If you remember and then if you
got in good with the captain and all then he shoved you through for
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Mess hall tables set for dinner at a
CCC camp.

a few more if you were a leader. Some did three years. In other
words, he was the father to the other 42 members in the barracks.
Okay. Any problems came up it was up to him to go to the captain
and get things straightened out if they were serious. If it was
something he could settle right on the spot it was done.”

Mr. Whalen speaks about the locals and
dating while in the CCC: "The trucks would
go out and they know this when the trucks
were sent out to pick the girls up and bring
them back in the camp for the dances. You
should see the resentment that came from
the local fellas really. There was an awful
lot of resentment . . . This was done in
almost every CCC camp. Local girls
married the fellas.”

Mr. Whalen talks about life after the CCC:
“Well, after Camp Lowe things were a little
bit rough as far as work was concerned |
think | bummed around for maybe a year | got a job at Childs
Restaurants. . . . | took and exam for the government and they
gave me a call. | went to work for a Naval Torpedo Station in
Alexandria as a helper. Then | became an

CCC construct traffic island and base
for 20-inch Rodman gun.

apprentice. | was in the Air Force. | joined
1941 and | left in 1945, the early part of '45.
| left as a master sergeant. Then | went
back to the government re-entered again
and | stayed in there and came out as an
engineering technician. So, that was in the
Navy Department in White Oak, Maryland."

Joe “Whitey" Czarnecki

Mr. Czarnecki relates his time served:
“Years ago they used to call me 'Whitey." |
am with Pappy | came up from Benning,
D.C. into desolate Camp Lowe as we knew
it. [It was] loaded with poison ivy, sumac and whatever. Our first
experience was cleaning up the camp grounds of all the ivy around
and probably in the first two weeks | think we filled the post
hospital with probably 300 fellows | think we had 200 in the
hospital with poison ivy. That's the truth . . . | came up with Pappy
... And | live, well, originally came from New York, to Camp Dix to
Benning, D.C. to Fort Hancock and now moved to Highlands . . . It
was funny coming out of Washington, DC which was the camp of
the United States . . . That was the elite camp. We had our own
private swimming pool, which we built ourselves. We were really
high class guys. We were brought down to our size though."

Mr. Czarnecki on work projects at Fort Hancock: "I was assistant




leader | think. Then, projects on the Hook were numerous and big.
Magruder Road . . . There was only one road coming into the Hook
and then we built Magruder Road to dig it out. Then they worked
on Scotland Trail which | thought was another project.”

Mr. Czarnecki speaks about when Company 288 was leaving Fort
Hancock: "Captain Myers said they were
moving out of here. [He asked] did | want to
_ go? At that time | was supply sergeant. |
¥, said, no way. | have got to get out. They

- were going back out west. Now you guys
said they went to Idaho. He said, 'Anything
in mind? | said, No. He said, '‘Okay hang on.’
He had a connection at Macy's in New
York. He called them up and he said, '‘Okay
go for an interview in Macy's." They hired
me just like that and | was at Macy's for five
W | years. | left Macy's living in New York and
"~ | New York started to get bad we got ripped

Work crew tearing down outer wall of off a couple of times and my wife said this
mortar battery.

Is enough So we came back to Highlands and | got a job over in
Bendix and | stayed with Bendix for 40 years."

Peter and Hazel Feils
Mr. Feils about life in the CCC, dating, and marriage: "l live in the
Highlands. | come to the CCC at Sandy Hook from Washington, DC
in July 1935. When we come down here we come down by train
and we come into the Hook you couldn't see nothing. The leaves
and the poison ivy and the trees was all blocked over. | come in
with 'Pappy’ [Whelan[, ‘Whitey' Czarnecki. We went to work and we
cleaned this place up pretty good. Like they said, that poison ivy
View of Camp Lowe CCC Camp with done a job on everybody. It was really bad but we enjoyed doing it.

balloon hanger in background.
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CCC dances were where many men
met their future wives!

We had a good time. My job was taking care of the post horses,
mules. Well, | used to get up in the morning . . . and then | had a truck
take me from Camp Lowe to the Post Stables here and | used to go
in there and change the bedding on the horses and let them out. Air
them out, maybe exercise some of the horses. Cut the lawns. The
parade grounds lawns and everything. That was my day. Just before

| would leave at night, | would give them a
good drink of water. Make their bed for the
evening and lock up . . . They had maybe
about 10 horses and they had about 7 or 8
big mules, Army mules."

Peter Feil after leaving the CCC: "From
Camp Lowe | took a job at the state
hospital and | worked there for four years. |
quit that and | worked a few years at
construction. Then | went up to Perth
Amboy took a job working at the American
Smelting Refinery. It was only going to be
just for the winter but 25 years was a long
winter and the place closed down and
moved out west. | had the option to retire.”

Hazel Feils

"It was Hazel White before | met my
husband Peter through the CCCs. | lived in
Highlands all my life and now | got my
husband living there too. | had many a
good time with the CCCs . . . we used to
come out for the dances. Come out to see
our boyfriends. Get a free meal in their
kitchen when we could . . . Girls were
allowed to come out here with the CCC
boys on the weekend. They had big yellow
bus. They used to come out so many hours
and would stay and we could go out and go

swimming or walking. Then the dances they would send a big
truck out for the girls. They would have Army blankets because
naturally it was cold. It was all open. That truck would be loaded
with girls. They would come from Highlands. Another truck would
come from Atlantic [Highlands] or Sea Bright and it was
chaperoned and Captain Myers wouldn't let the girls go out of
anything during the dance or after the dance only to go to the truck
to go home. It was very nicely run and everybody behaved. It was
really nice and | think the boys all enjoyed themselves. Even my
grandmother used to go out with me and she would dance with
Captain Myers and all them and she'd be dancing with the boys
when the rest of us were sitting on the sidelines. She was a, you
know, good dancer. But that was my chaperone.”
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Interior of s CCC barracks.

Mrs. Feil on all the marriages of CCC members to her friends:
“Well, I married Pete and Virginia went to school with me. She
married [Andrew] Daino and Eleanor Bailey, she married Whitey
Czarnecki. And this George Rueppel married a girl from over | think
in Middletown.

George Haas

George "Muler" Haas came to the camp at Fort Hancock: "in 1935
around September the first and stayed until September 1, 1938.
When we came here there was no way you could walk or anything
else without getting poison ivy. This was our job to clean it up . . .
everybody was in the hospital. So it took that much longer to get
rid of the poison ivy and the sumac and that's the way the story
goes. . When | came to the C's, | lived in Milltown, New Jersey.
From there | went right direct to Sandy Hook here. Got an
examination at the Post Hospital with Michael [Lakomie] and Jack

Monthly newsletter, The Bugler of Co. who came with me as buddies."”
288, Fort Hancock.

On the difference between Army soldiers and CCC members:
“They got $21 and a horse blanket and we got S30 a month. Then
we got $36 a month and then S$45 a month [as assistant leader
and leader]."
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CCC construct Halyburton Monument.
(At end of the American Revolution, an
evacuating British ship, HMS
Assistance, sent ashore a group of
soldiers to Sandy Hook to find
desertors. They all died in a blizzad
and were buried. A monument was
built but destroyed in 1808 by French
sailors during the Napoleonic Wars.
The remains were rediscovered by
accident in 1908 and reinterred at the
Cypress Hills Cemetery in Brooklyn.
The current Halyburton Memorial,
named after the relatives of Hamilton
Douglas Halyburton who had the first
memorial erected, was built in 1938.
Queen Elizabeth and King George VI
of England visited the United States in
June 1939, and passed by the site of
the monument, but unfortunately did
not stop. The following day they would
visit the New York's World Fair, and
then go on to meet with President
Franklin and First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt at Hyde Park.)

Mr. Haas explains daily life: “The normal day began at six o'clock
in the morning when our sergeant or whatever you want to call
him, top kick, would come through with a whistle and wake
everybody up. At 6:30 we would have reveille and our officer which
was Captain Myers would ask us to form a line and start policing
the area for cigarette butts, mess coupons or whatever it is. A lot
of times when you are too lazy to pick it up you just put sand over
top of it. Then you go back to your barrack and get yourself ready
for breakfast. So at seven o'clock breakfast would begin and you
could eat until eight o'clock. The food itself was wonderful, really
wonderful. You had whatever anybody else had. You had pancakes
some days. In fact, Whitey was our mess sergeant at one time and
he gave us good food. We had pancakes, eggs. We had SS, that's
on a shingle. That's ground beef which was creamed. You could
eat as long as you want as long as you get back to the barrack and
cleaned up and get ready for eight o'clock and they blew the
whistle and you went out to work different crews. You had about
five or six different crews. You had an assistant leader and a
leader and you had a foreman for certain crews. Then, we went out
on a job and we cut down the old dead limbs and trees and stuff
and ivy, poison and sumac, poison and one thing or another. And
some of us were building trails through the woods, fire breaks
through the woods. This went on until about 11:30 and then we
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came in to eat. By 12:00, we had our dinner and by 12:30 we were
just about done and we had a little time to get ready and back out
on the job again at one o'clock and went through the same thing
of building roads and firebreaks and whatever. At three o'clock, we
came in and got ready. Everybody tried to take a shower and wash
up whatever you could. Make sure your clothing was in order and
everything else. And by 5:.00 we had
dinner and everything was usually
punctual. If there was anything that
wasn't just right you received a
punishment for whatever you did wrong.
That usually was a punishment when you
could go home for the weekend which
usually you could if you were close
enough. Otherwise you had KP. You
would have to stay at the camp for the
weekend and you would have three
meals to serve until later on when they
had an idea on a Sunday night at
suppertime they gave you a bag lunch.
m‘;e'-ra::'gif‘:i::r‘jsi"go';"':o';wn They gave you a fruit. They gave you
e ’ sandwiches and told you you could do what you want for that day.
You could go swimming or whatever you want. That's how our
day went up until seven days a week. But lights were out at 10
o'clock and you could do what you pleased. . . . You could
leave the place and go to the town if you wished and stay
‘. : / QQ there. But at 10 o'clock the lights were out and you were
A AN AN supposed to be back and in your bunk when the lights were
out.”

T Mr. Haas on life after the CCC: "I came home for about a year.
VIR i | was just hanging around. | wanted to get back in the CCCs
= = and | couldn't. Around 1939 . . . got a job working a lamp
& - ~~ '~ | factory working as a buffer and then | would in the
summertime | worked on college farm. Then | went to work for
ek ~= | alamp factory doing the same thing | did before, buffing. Then
er goist | went to work for a wireworks. From this wireworks | went to
personal products, Johnson and Johnson. At Johnson &
Johnson | spent 39 and 1/2 years almost 40 years.

Mike Lakomie

“I come from Milltown, New Jersey and | joined the CCCs in
September, the early part of September of 1935 and | was
Farewell dinner menu for men discharged in 1938, the last of '38 | was one of the lucky ones
finishing their 6 month enroliment. that didn't catch poison ivy and | still don't catch it. | still live in
Milltown. But | enjoyed my days in the CCC at Fort Hancock. | think
like the rest of us that was the best years of my life. My job varied
here. Most of it was mason work and finishing. We built curbs and
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Pe o3 - o U sy
we built the mount for the Rodman gun we repaired chimneys
even on these officers buildings and we did quite a bit of mason
work around here. We did a tile floor in our mess kitchen there."
“"After | left the CCCs | joined the Biltmont Iron Works. We put
up steel structures. That didn't last too long. Then | joined a steam
fitting outfit. They installed steam boilers, steam lines, steam pipe.
| was there for 5 or 6 years. Then | got into Squibs and | got to be
a foreman of the welding shop and the tin shop. | was there for 42
years and | retired.” (o

CCC members work around camp area.

To learn more about Fort Hancock and the oral history program visit:
http://www.nps.gov/gate/learn/historyculture/sandyhookpeople.htm
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