author of a few books on that
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= z Compendium of Penmanship." The
beautiful flowing handwriting we
see in old documents, letters, and
autograph albums was the result of
the teaching of penmanship in its
basic cursive form and in the more
elaborate ornamental calligraphic
version.

Recently, | was wandering the
aisles of an outdoor antiques
market in Lambertville and spotted
a framed calligraphic pen and ink
drawing of a bird. Moving closer |
saw that it was absolutely an old
Victorian piece and was signed by
the person who drew it: Mary L.
Armstrong. Mary very kindly
included the additional detail of her
location: Oakfield, New York. |
estimated that the drawing dated to
the 1880s. The price was right,
Mary's work was lovely and, of
course, it offered the challenge of
tracking Mary down to find out more
about her. That was all | needed to
open my wallet and make it mine.

Using Ancestry.com, | found Mary in relatively short
order thanks to her having provided her middle initial and place
of residence. Mary Ladd Armstrong, her middle name being the
maiden surname of her paternal grandmother, was born in
1867 to Addison Armstrong and his wife Nancy Ann Smith.
Both of Mary's parents were born in New York, the children of
very successful farmers in Genesee County whose respective
families immigrated to New England in the 17" century. Her
father, Addison Armstrong, was recorded in the 1870 US
census as owning real estate valued at $20,000 and personal
property valued at $2,000. Just three years after that census
was taken, Mary's mother Nancy passed away at the age of
thirty-eight, leaving six-year-old Mary and her younger brother
John in the care of their father.

Nancy Smith Armstrong was the daughter of John Smith
and his wife Desire Wolcott Smith, both born in the late 1790s,
who married in 1831. Desire Wolcott's paternal family line can
be traced back to Somersetshire, England. Her Wolcott
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