enealogy research is consistently one of the top three
hobbies in our nation. Television shows such as Who
Do You Think You Are? and Long Lost Family attract
large audiences and have been known to send a tear or two
down many a viewer’s cheek. There is something very primal
about our biological connectivity and quest for “belonging.”
For so many of us, the connectivity thing extends to our
ancestors and the discovery of the people, places, and
experiences that laid the foundation for our own lives. So, for
the new genealogy adventurer, how do you begin? I have given
many presentations on that topic in recent years and wanted
to share that information with GSL readers. Following is an
overview of the websites I most often use in doing
genealogical research for clients:

G

Setting Off in
Search of
Family Roots
Online

Ancestry.com
People often ask me it Ancestry.com is really worth the cost.
The simple answer is yes. It remains the most significant
consolidated research source for genealogists . . . and its
volume and assortment of documentation grows with each
passing year. Ancestry also offers a 14-day free trial—an
opportunity for a test drive that allows potential
subscribers to search for their family while also
affording them a chance to sample both the joys
and frustrations of doing so. Two weeks of
concentrated exposure to genealogical searching
can either wet one’s appetite for more or leave the bad taste
of frustration that can come from being in over one’s head.
While Ancestry.com is a very organized and user friendly site,
searching on it isn’t as easy as their television commercials
make it out: you put in a name and up pop dozens of hints in
the form of little twitching leaves. So, do take advantage of the
free trial before subscribing. Many public libraries also offer
free access to Ancestry. Try it out before you sign up.
Ancestry offers two types of subscriptions: U.S. and
worldwide (which includes U.S.). Records include censuses,
military, birth, death, marriage, ship passenger lists, city
directories, and much more. U.S.-only subscriptions cost $99
for six months and $189 for a year. Worldwide subscriptions
cost $149 for six months and $299 for a year. (Periodically, but
not frequently, Ancestry offers cheaper promotions for these
subscriptions. One of those “sales” usually occurs on Black
Friday weekend in November.)
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FamilySearch.org
When instructing people on the ins and outs of genealogy
research, I always tell them that even if they think they have found
“everything” on Ancestry.com, they are not finished unless and
until they go to FamilySearch.org and check
there. FamilySearch is a completely free
worldwide genealogy resource provided by the
Church of Latter Day Saints. It is not a
substitute for or duplicate of Ancestry.com but
it is another comprehensive on-line
genealogical research source and does have
records that Ancestry.com does not. Always use both as the
anchor points of your research.
Fold3.com
Fold3 is a fee-based resource specializing in military records
from the 1700s to the 1900s although they do have some nonmilitary records. The list price for an annual subscription is
$79.95. They are an Ancestry.com affiliated service so, if
you subscribe to Ancestry.com, you can get Fold3 access
for a discounted annual price of $39.95. They do offer a 7day free trial so you can test it out if you like before
subscribing.
FindMyPast.com
FindMyPast is one of the newer on-line research sites. (There is
a U.K. version but U.S.-based researchers should subscribe to the
“.com” version.) FindMyPast offers fee-based access to a variety
of records including some US records. More significantly, the site
also includes Irish and UK (Canada, England,
Scotland,
Australia,
and
New
Zealand)
documentation (births/ baptisms, marriages, deaths,
land records, immigration, etc.). Included in the Irish
records are the Roman Catholic Parish Registers
which were made available online for the first time
about two years ago. FindMyPast is a very good
resource for those researching U.K. and Ireland ancestry but it is
one of the most expensive subscriptions. The good news is that
they offer various access levels and term periods which are
explained on their site. The “Starter” subscription is available
monthly ($9.95/month). At the time this article was written (May
2017) there was a promotional offer of only $34.95 for a full-year
Starter subscription. Access to the Irish Roman Catholic Parish
Registers is included in the Starter subscription. The “Premium”
subscription is available monthly ($19.95/month) or annually
($240). UK (non-Ireland) researchers will find more records
available with the Premium subscription. One warning:
FindMyPast subscriptions roll over automatically unless you go
into your account settings and change that. If you do a monthly
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subscription and intend for it not to be renewed for a second
month, you must change that account setting. In fact, you should
check the settings on all your subscriptions in general to avoid an
auto-renewal that you don’t want to happen.
FindAGrave.com
FindAGrave is a terrific free resource that holds
information (and many photos) of millions of gravesites,
many with family information including excerpts from
obituaries in some cases. Always remember to take the
time to search on this site.
Newspaper Archives
Online newspaper archives can be a fantastic and surprising
source for genealogy researchers. Just because your ancestors
were of modest means doesn’t mean they didn’t “make the
papers.” My Irish, who came to Jersey City in 1846, made the
pages of the Jersey Journal several times. In their case, some of
that press was related to drinking and carousing but, so what, it
still gave me a peek into their daily lives for which I am grateful.
Following are the newspaper archives I use most often:
ChroniclingAmerica.loc.gov
This is the US Library of Congress newspaper archive and is
free to use. Note that they do not have any New Jersey
newspapers to date.
Newspapers.com
Another affiliate of Ancestry.com, this site does offer a large
variety of old newspapers, local/NJ and national. They offer a
basic subscription rate that currently is $45 for six months with a
further discount available to Ancestry.com and Fold3
subscribers. My disappointment with this site is that, as they
have added more content, they have not made much of that
available to basic subscribers and, to get access to it, there is a
so-called “Publisher Extra” premium subscription that costs
about $75 for six months (and does include all the newspapers
in the basic group). There is also a discount on that price for
subscribers to Ancestry.com and/or Fold3.com. They do offer a
7-day free trial so you can check it out.
GenealogyBank.com
GenealogyBank is an excellent national online newspaper
archive. They also have a very good subscriber newsletter that
they send out. In addition to thousands of newspapers, they
also provide Social Security Death Index records, access to
some historical documents and more. They have just one
subscription level at a cost of $69.95 for one year. You can try it
out for one month at a cost of $9.95. That’s a great option.
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There are many more online genealogy research sites but the
above are good places to start. Do review the current pricing and
content information on any of the fee-based sites before
subscribing and remember to take advantage of free trial or onemonth fee-based offers. Remember to check any of your feebased subscriptions to prevent unwanted automatic rollovers.
Also, if you will be a first-time subscriber, call the customer
service number before subscribing on-line and ask about new
customer discounts. Those are often available. One last tip: if you
use Ebates.com to earn cash-back rewards, always check there
first as additional discounts may be available.
Happy ancestor hunting!
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“Our ancestors dwell in the attics of our brains
as they do in the spiraling chains of knowledge
hidden in every cell of our bodies."
--- Shirley Abbott
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